sand to him, Clint confesses all. 
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hh Edna. Saratoga Trunk. Doubleday, Doran and Co., 1941. 352p, 
2.50 


The recipe for j ambalaya, a favorite New Orleans dish, is a combina- 
tion of tomatoes, rice, onion, green peppers, garlic, salt, black pep- 
per, red peppers, shrimp, ham or almost anything else you may find in 
the refrigerator. Saratoga Trunk is concocted in the same way: take an 
illecitimate daughter of a courtesan and a respectable (?) New Orleans 
aristocrat, a dashing Texas cowboy whose father had been defreuded by 
eastern millionaire railroaders, a domineering negreses maid, a dwarf 
with muscles of steel, millionaires and Saratoga society women; bleck- 
mail, roulette, horse racing, and a railroad stealing plot; mix ingred- 
ients thoroughly. The resulting dish is Saratogs Trunk which will sat- 
isfy those who are not too critical. "Colonel" Clint Maroon, eighty- 
nine year old multimillionaire, hed determined to sive away his money 
and naturally, the reporters must have the story. But they simply re- 
fuse to hear his real story, “I'm giving up my money now because I rob- 
bed widows and orphans to get it." In particular, he robbed mitlion- 
aires-"Gould and Vanderbilt and Rockefeiler and Morgan and Fisk and 
Drew. We (Clio, his wife and Clint) skimmed a whole nation-took the 
cream right off the top." That is, all the reporters refuse but one 


Born in New Orleans as the daughter of the famous (or infamous) court- 
esean, Rita Dulaine, unmarried mistress of Henri Dulaine whose name she 
hed taken, Clio Dulaine spent her childhood and adolescence in Paris, 
then returned to New Orleans after the death of her mother and aunt, 
Belle Piquerys, another courtesan, 


There, with Kakaracou, her negress maid, and Cuvidon (Cupide) the dwarf 
coachman-errand boy-valet to Clint-jockey-etc,., Clio lives on Rampart 
Street in the house where her father had been killed under scandalous 
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circumstances; there she meets Clint Maroon and they are mutually at- 
tracted; there Clio and Clint join (he with dramatic reluctance) in. 4 
neat blackmail scheme of the respectable Dulaine family whose daughter, 
Charlotte Therese, (half-sister to Clio) is of marriageable age. Of 

eau se « she is not as attractive as Clio; "she was not made with love". 


(p.116 


the. $10,00@ "hush" money enables Clio to follow Clint to Saratoge whim 
they have picked as the most likely place to make their luck or fate. 
Clint was already making "a little nonest money" at “cards, roulette, 
norses, etc.” when Clio arrives at the United Stetes Hotel (comparable 
to the Waldorf in New York), escorted by the millionaire Bart Van 
Steed, neatly tricked by a false telegram, Seratoga is the stage for 
the remainder of the story. Clio soon dominates the hotel's society 
caste, keeps Bart aquiver and eventually shekes that poor millionaire 
loose from his mother's strines end also from her own, 


Then the plot. Jay Gould and associates aim to steal a bit of railroad, 
the Saratoga trunk line, from Rart Van Steed, who is backed by J.P. 
Morran, Through Clio, Clint gets involved and interested; J.P. gives 
the necessary permission; Clint conveniently finds 500 odd unemployec 
Texas cowboys in New York; they take the biesest locomotive on the 

line and proceed to capture station after station until finally, in the 
best tradition, their locomotive creshes in a nead-on collision with 
that of Gould's gang. The climactic fight is given a mere page and a 
half, an under description that will be rectified in the movies. Clint’ 
reward:a goodlv share of railroad stock, plus the lovely Clio who want- 
ed only a millionaire husbend. 


Thus Clint tells his story to the reporters, tells them we are fortun- 
ate in living in a better world today, a “real democracy", that the 
donations of "museums and paintings and libraries...wés our way of try- 
ing to make seace with our consciencs." 


This fastidious melodrama is bound to become 4& great novel of insignif- 
icance, great from the sales standpoint, insignificant from every other 
although it cannot be denied that Hdna Ferber hendles her cheracters 
deftly, piles up a mountain of titillating incidents and scenes, con- 
nects her action smoothly end is a master of background. It will not 
harm or improve adults much; not recommended for the immature. 


ae’ Mary Ellen. Windswept. Mecmillan Co., Nov. 12, 1941. 4440p. 
2075 


Windswept is a house on the rocky Maine coast, which sees several gen- 
erations in their joys and sorrows pass through it and about it. 


YX its acres Philip Marston is accidentally shot in 1880 and his son, 
John, fouFteen, takes over, builds the house to be the homestead of the 
Marstons, The house se:s Jan, the young Bohemian protege of the elder 


SMarston, fall in love with it snd devote his life to it as friend and 


guardian, It sees John's Harvard friend, Julian and his sister, Eileen, 

cme for visits and notes with misgivings that both John end Dan, a 

simple neighbor boy, ere felling jealously in love with Zileen. It notes 

the sorrow when Den, whose love is hopeless, almost mercifully dies wha 

Ma wind sweeps him off a cliff while he is gathering wild roses for 
een, 


fhe maturing house at last sees John snd #ileen married and their son, 
Philip and daughter, Ann, growing into edolescence and is again an- 
yious when a new generstion of friends comes to Windswept, especially 
Adrienns, French-born niece of Mother Radegund, scholerly friend of the 
father, John, who is a researcher, Windswept sees young Philip wisely 
put clumsily protect himself against Adrienne's forwardness, 


Then Windswept hears thet Philip and Ann and Adrienne are in the First 
yorld War in Frence, that Ann becomes enesged to a friend of Philip's, 
that @ French oificer persistently courts Adrienne, and then it hears 
gorrowfully that all three of the men die in action and only Ann 
returns and Adrienne, the latter to teach in a convent school, 


It next is shocked by 2 scendal. Adrienne, while in Mother Radegund's 


' convent as a teacher, bears a child end dies. And beceuse lfother Rade- 


gund is his friend, John Marston, who in the meanwhile hes been granted 
mother son, Roderick, brings the child Julie to Windswept. Again the 
now-no-longer-young-house sees them grow up and sses them upset when 
the Germans march into Presue and notes with anxietv and also pride 
that Roderick dons a British uniform to join the British R.A.F. in the 
Second World Wear, 


Because this story covers so many years and veorle in only 440 pages 
‘many characters are perforce only figures, but a few, such as lMrs.Has- 
kell, the youne Zileen, Dan’l, Adrienne, and also “other Redegund:.are 
etched memorably and beautifully. Miss Chase is at her best with adole 
escents, 


Windswept is an idealistic story. Courtships are cerried on without 
kissing, sins are suegested, not painted, and there is never an ugly 
word, There is a fine flavor of culture and an undertone of religious 
faith throughout. The frecuent Catholic touches are sympathetic and 
correct. 


Several attitudes and idesls are susgested. The most pervasive is that 
if one is just to God end man and unselfish, one will fare happiest 

and best. The strongest one is that the culture and religion of the so- 
called foreigners like Jan is worthy of respect and revard. Others are 
that young people must learn to do thines for themselves, must learn to 
be tidy in everything, should have mixed company but not without con- 
stant adult guidance. It makes one feel that a fatherless child should 
be accepted as any other and that even the mother, though her sin is a 
great one, should be treated forgivingly. 


0f this book one hopes that many people will read it. It would appear 
to be particularly suitable for high school and college students. It is 
highly recommended for everybody, 


motive Higgins. Now, Voyager. Houshton Mifflin Co., 1941. 
Op. £2.50 


Now, Voyager is a rather tame little adventure into the psychology of 
ssston inhibition and inferiority with the scene being contempo- 
Tfary and laid in Boston and a cruise ship. Dealing with a respectably 
Ssemi-decadent Back Bay family it details the metamorphosis of a matrie-e 
arch-dominated girl into a normal woman who, when she falls in love 
with a man alresdy married, finally learns to express that love in 


drawing his daughter out of the same encircling coils in which she 
herself had once been caught, 


Charlotte Vele was a child of her mother's ese. Her entire life was 
dominated by her mother and every convention of Back Bay Victorianism 
wes Strictly fulfilled, Being held in constant submission she is de- 
prived completely of a normal life and at the age of thirty is a dow- 
dily rsspectful, old maid aunt, shy, inhibited, unadjusted in personal 
relations and the butt of family ridicule. When the inevitable neuro- 
tic breakdown results she is sent, via the machinations of a synpathe- 
tic sister-in-law, to Cascade, the ssnetorium of a successful psychie- 
trist, Dr. Jaquith, Having instilled some measure of self-confidence 
Jaquith advises Charlotte to teke a cruise on which she could test the 
results of ‘iis cure. Her sister-in-law, with the aid of beauty experts, 
turns her into a strikingly beautiful women and secures her a place on 
a Mediterranean cruise shiv. 


As the story orens we find Charlotte on the boat quaking rather ner- 
vously at the thought of meking friends with peonls. She does not a- 
quit herself well at first but soon meets middle-aged Jerry Durrance, 
married and the father of three girls. They quickly establish rapport 
and Charlotte finds that Durrence also hs an unhappy life being nag- 
ged by a wife for whom he had sacrificed his ambitions in architecture, 
Jerry succeeds in drawing Charlotte out of her shell and completing 
the cure begun by Jaguitn. Throueh him she mests peorle, gains confi- 
dence and develops a normal personality. They fall in love but, being 
sensible, they exercise restraint and the call of duty holds them a- 
part. To save each other they agree not to meet efter the cruise. 


When the cruise is over Charlotte must face her family who are unaware 
of the change which hes occurred, Her mother almost reasserts the old 
dominance but Charlotte manages to break it and begins to build up a 
normal life in Boston. She attempts to fall in love with Elliott Liv- 
ingston and becomes engaged to him but is sensible enough to break the 
engagement in order to save them both from unhavpiness. The news — 

of the broken engagement brings on a stroke from which her mother soon 
dies. This situation and her unfulfilled love for Durrance brings on e 
feeling of worthlessness end a revival of the original neurosis. 


Charlotte returns to Cascads where she finds Tina, Jerry Durrance's 
youngest daughter, s victim of the same psychosis. Charlotte then at- 
tains a purpose in life by interesting herself in Tina and is resvon- 
sible for the child's development to normality. During the process she 
conquers her own agonizing longing for Jerry end as the book ends they 
ere able to mest without danger to themselves. 


Now, Voyager is interesting in a mild way but hes no special values 
which would recommend it to any deeree. Because of the nature of the 
story it is suitable for adults only and can be recommended for that 


cless of reader. 


lincoln, Joseph C, and Freeman. The New Hope. Coward-MeCann, Inc., 
498p. $2.50 
The New Hope is a combination mystery-spy-adventure tale whose main 


tharact:rs are men of the sea and whoSe scene is laid in a little New 
England village on Cape Cod during the War of 1812. The entire action 
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takes place in August 1814 with most of it being concentrated into the 
space of one week, Alternate portions of the story are told in the 
first person by two of the msin charscters. 


Wounded in the sinkine of nis vrivateer, the Strone Arm, Captain Is- 
aish Dole returns to his native Cape Cod village of Trumet to recup- 
erate. With him he brings his first mate, Jonathan Banes, the hero of 
the storv. Trumet, like the rest of the New England coast is blockaded 
by the Znglish navy and its very lifeblood of shipping activity is 
completely shut off. Johathan and the captain persuade the townspeople 
to build and eauip a privateer which could escape to sea and by prey- 
ing on British commerce turn a tidy penny for the shareholders, This 
ship is the New Hone. In the meantime Jonathan hes fallen in love with 
Hope Allen, waif of a British wreck, adopted and reared by a local fa- 


mily.. 


As the story opens the New Hope is almost finished and ready to put to 
‘sea except for two obstacles. One difficulty concerns powder but thet 
is surmounted by a deal made with friends up the coast to run powder 
through the blockade. The other difficulty is the tightening of the 
blockade through the arrival of two British ships of war which take up 
positions just outside the harbor. This imnedisetely raises the sus- 
picion of a spy in Trumet who is selling information to the British. 
Jonathan determines, in the interests of her safety, to sleep aboard 
the New Hone but on his first night thouzhtlessly leaves the ship to 
follow two men whom he hes detected vrowling about the dock. He leerns 
nothing but instead manares to knock himself out by tripping over a 
root after he had fired at the two conspirators. In his absence a fire 
is started but luckily the ship is saved. 


When Jonathan recovers consciousness he berins seerchines for the men 
but insteed discovers a British lonzboat drawn ur in a secluded cove, 
He waits until a figure in e British navel cloak arrives when suddenly 
the town militia, hidden in the bluffs above, ovens fire, The person 
Jonathan has seen runs awav from the bost end into his arms where he 
discovers it is reatly Hone. In an effort to shield her he sives hin- 
self up and is entrapnved in a lvine attempted exnlenation of his act- 
ions. 


Jonathan is clepped in jsil over Sunday as the spv but esceves early 
Monday morning and zoes to the Allen home whevs he finds that Hope is 
hiding the wounded British officer, Livutenunt Forsythe, who had come 
eshore to arrange the burning of the New Hope. Hone hed once been in 
love with the Lieutenant and he uses her as an innocent dupe. Jonathan 
however, thinks that Hope is still in love with him and is aiding in 
the sabotare. 


In the meantime Seth Black, ean old rum-pot who had claimed to know the 
spy, wes found dead on Ifonday morning with Jonathan's knife beside hin. 
Jonathan hes agreed to carry a letter from Lieutenant Forsythe to his 
commending officer, Captain Holt, in exchange for the name of the spy 
which Holt is to give,him. The Lieutenant, however, by sleight of hend 
gives Jonathan another message telling Holt of nis failure to burn the 
ship and of nis attempts to obtain news of the powder running. Jonathe 
innocently coes to Point Town-end delivers himself into the hands of 
the British, but through their stupidity reads the letter and does not 
deliver it. Instead he barenins for his libertv on condition that he 
lead the British to the carture of the powder bost. Of course, he means 
to eround the British ship and then teke e chance on escaping. Until 


friday however, he must remein a prisoner, 


Back in Trumet evidence of Jonathan's guilt has been piling up until 
suddenly a letter from Jonethan telling of his plans, Hove Allen's 
confession of hiding a British officer and several other events com- 
pletely vindicate Jonathan. That Friday, with Hope's help, he runs a 
British sloop aground where she is captured by the Americans who re 
float and use her to decoy another British warship into shoal enters 
where she also runs aground. The powder ship then sails serenely into 
port. The real traitor is then discovered in the person of Ebenezer 
Fowler, richest and most respectable man in town, who wanted Hope for 
himself but became a traitor when Jonathan won her. Ebenezer govs 

mad, escapes and nearly succeeds in killing Hope and Jonathan, busy 
naking love befors the New Hope puts to see. They are, however, saved 
and ths story ends as the New Hopes svrsads her sails to reid the seven 
seas and make her backers’ fortunes. 


The New Hope is an exciting sdventure-mystcry story and’can be recom- 
mended highly for all ages and reader levels as reereetional reading. 


OK 


Tarkington, Booth. The Fighting Littles. Doubl.day, Doran and Co., 


1941. 304p. $2,00 


Nearly every American has heard of Penrod, Sevonteon, end Monsicur 
Beaucair.. In this latest novel the old master fs the same craftsman 


of suSpense and dialoruc as ver, but his matter is light end distort- 
ed and his slant is faulty. 


The Littles sare an American fanily of parents, daughter, son, and fe- 
male relation somewhere between the Mississippi and the Hudson, too 
rich to eet slong without severel servents and severel cars and too 
poor not to complain constantly sbout family extravagenes. The book is 
a verv tawdry imitetion of Clerence Day's Lif? With Father. 


One might almost consider the novel a sstire on names, The father is 
Ripley Little, the daughter Goody (Gudrida), the son, Filmer, the fe- 
male relation Olita, The butler is Gentry Poindexter and somo of Go- 
ody's friends are Ham Zllers, Hot Toddy, and Ruggo Smart. One wonders 
to what further extremities the fear of libel can drivs authors in 
this metter of nsemes! 


Ripley Little wes suffering plenty from the New Deel and Hitler. But 
both were mere warming-up exercises compared to his vexations when Go- 
Ody arrived et the car-boy-drink-ani-party see snd Filmer at the stolm@m 
smoke age. Goody end her set smash ths best csr and return covered with 
bandages. Ripley sugeests a different young man, who, readily eccepted 
by Goody, promptly damages the other car and with his talk about dead- 
wood and encient business methods proves sn insufferable bore to every 
one but Goody. Filmer, fourteen, hitherto his father's ancsl, sects 

sick from an eaniaee of vills he hus used to kill the tobr cco odor 
about him. The new boy-friend induces Goody to get a chow, which bites 
Ripley. Goody's southern girl-friend comes for ¢« lone visit, enbarres= 
Singly calls Ripley, Daddy Little, and doesn't leave until he gets Go- 
Ody a green convertible coupe. When Riv-ley finally forbids both boy- 
friends the house, Goody suggests a motor triv to New Englend. Just et 
the town where Goody wants to stop, Ripley crashes with e hsy weeon, 
has a fight, is errested, and lo, finds himself rescued by no other 
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than precisely one of those boy-friends, whose uncle is the judee of 
Milfor, So Goody gets her Ham Ellers, with whom she hed hed the first 
eresh, ‘end both son and dseughter look yp to Ripley beceuse of the 
fight he had had with the cov. 


The language is simon pure. To authenticate Rinley's irascibility, a 
harmless profanity is invented, such as, "Dob, deb the job jemned bas- 
tinedoed son of a bullfinch". (p.232) The situations sre often funny. 
But they are always exacgerated--evervthing goes wrong simply ell the 
time--cars always crash, vhonogravhs alwavs wske one up in the middle 
of the night. 


The slant is faulty. It makes parental autrority seem erbitrary. Be- 
cause Ripley is unreasoneble about the dog, he seems ecually so when 
he complains about Goody's late hours and objects to her wanting a car. 
The author's main idea seems to bs, "Perhaps these voung people novwa- 
days had some sense after all..." (9.248) But surely to a sensible 
eritic they don't deserve to have good sense attributed to them--nor 

to have things turn out right. Because the action is s3en through the 
father's and son's eyes there is talk of boy-friends but no descrivtin 
of courting or kissing. 


- 
> 


Therefore, while the book is not litereture, it is yet comparatively 
harmless and interesting entertainment, and can sefely be given to 
young and old. 


1941. 195 p. $2.00 


There is al: ays a fascination about the endinre of an old yeer sand the 
beginning of e new, It affords an opportunity for searching back over 
the davs that have passed to ponder over the exveriences, pleasant end 
unpleasant, thet heve become only memories and thoughts. 


To go back in spirit with Mrs. Apvleysrd from h:r New Year's 
resolutions, through the chengine szasons, to her Christmas cards and 
shopping, is a pleasant experience. Mrs. Appleyard is e staunch Boston- 
fan, decidedly individual, blessed with four grown children, devoted 

on occasion but not ovsr-loving, and a husband, true and loyal, but 
firmly set in his ways and opinions. In fact “the nicest thing about 
Mrs. Appleyard is Mr. Appleyard." Though most of the story is centered 
about Mrs. Appleyard, a fair amount of attention is paid to these re- 
maining members of her family, and their eccentricities and peculiar- 
ities provide some of the many smusing incidents in the book, 


With Mrs. Appleyard the reader lives through the late winter days 

with their uncertain temper to the early months of spring with their 
blo:.soming shrubs and bright Forsythia Time at the Arboretum. During 
the hot, sultry days of summer he vacations in rural Vermont with its 
picnics and parties, with its simple folk with simvle emotions. Then 
come those sad dsys of parting from friendly neighbors for another 
year, back home to unpacking and elaborate preparations for Thanksgiv- 
ing and the Christmas holidays. 


All through this year are woven thoughts of elsewhere and other people- 
thoughts, which the passing days and passing scenes recall to mind. 


Kent, Louise Andrews Mrs. Appleyard's Year. WHoushton Mifflin Co., 
| 


Such are Mrs. Apovleyard's thouchts on the war and the English and their 
telephones; about antiques and gardens; about football and the draft. 


This is not a great book but an interesting one which makes for wel- 
come reading. It is amusing, with bright and engaging humor, that 
nolds interest and stirs sympathies. It presents beautiful descriptive 
passages, and skillfully worded phrases, also an ettrective style of 
introducing transitions of thought. 


This book can be recommended to all clesses of readers elthough its 
appeal may be stronger for women from the standpoint of entertainment. 


McFee, William. Spenlove in Arcady. Random House, November 5, 1941. 
L68p. $2.50 


Spenlove in Arcady is a story of Chief Engineer Spenlove, who after 
irty years service with the Afro-Iberian Line, decides to retire, 

His Arcady is not a return to England but a small place in Connecticut. 
This vhilosophizine seaman soon pleys an important part in Gentlemen 
Church series, twice married, this time to Perdita, who has chosen Zl- 
liot as her second attemnt primarily as a refuge from starvation and 
as protection for her dauchter Sonia. Elliot is involved in an affair 
with the much married Sydney Saxon, es mazazine writer of love stories. 
After a lenghty treatment of the unconventional lives of "artists," 
intermingled with considerable introsnection on the part of Mr. Spen- 
love, the book encs with the removal of Mr. Ducroy dy a fortunate . 
heart attack and the departure for Ensland of Spenlove, Perdita and 


Sonia. 


The story divides itself into three perts with the scenes laid in Con- 
necticut and Hollywood. Spenlove's many years of close contact with 
the passengers of a mail liner, has given him a philosophy of life, 
whereby he could be “happy in the company of a fresh intellicence! It 
was @ philosophy "worn down by time to the austere simplicity of self- 
denial of material things end the acquisition of impressions"-(p. 39). 
Tre lack of taxis in Norbury provides the opportunity for Elliot Duc- 
roy to give Spvenlove a lift to his new none, end an invitation to visit 
Elliot at his adjoining property. This visit to a cocktsil party, anid 
a strange assortment of suests, adds to the gossip about the absent 

Mrs. Ducroy, already hinted at by Miss Pengs. Miss Penre, an anticue 
dealer, and Mrs. Cagliari the wife of Elliot's eardner revresent the 
element of gossip. Spenlove's mecting of Perdita is brought about 
through his chance meeting of Sonia, her voune daughter. On the oeas- 
sion of this first mzetine, Perdita reveals that she intends leaving 
her husband. From this first meeting, it is evident thst Snenlove's 
philosovhy will not survive. He discovers that Perdita is the only one 
who does not "wear a mask" and his contacts with Perdita increase, with 
the approval of Elliot who considers him a good influence to keep her 
from New York (Greenwich Village) and 2xecssive drinking. We are taken 
through the conflict within Spenlove, which includes a rapid review of 
his past emotional life. The need of a substitute for work, the fact 
that Perdita is also English, his realizetion that he likes intimate 
conversation with women, point to the fact thet he is attempting an 
Arcady without being an Arcadian, 


Hollywood is the scene of the meeting of Elliot writing for the filns, 
with Perdita working as en extre. He wants her on first sight, drives 
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to her home end they are soon married, Perdita has had a hard time © 
since she left her first husband, a worthless cousin who she married 
to escape the gloom and loneliness of an English country home where 
her parents were absorbed from morning to night in grinding ows stor- 
fies for penny magazines, The story repeats itself. Elliet is a>»sorbed 
in Work, Perdita hates California and goes to New York. Sonia is sent 
to sghool. About the time Elliot decides to leave and go East in an 
attzipt to win Perditea by means of a large house, cars and boats, he 
meets Sydney Saxon. Flirtation seems in order, becomes an aifair and 
after phoning Perdita and learning that she has gone to Paris, Elliot 
has his first heart attack. Sydney is present throughout nis illness 
and an affair develops. Elliot does go to Connecticut, but Sydney fol- 
lows and takes a place near his estate. 


This is the situation for the third setting, and we are at the time 
of the first meeting of Spenlove and Perdita. Spenleve finishes the 
boat he has been building, and he and Perdita plan a fishing trip whin 
develops into a visit to Mrs. Colwell, a former passenger and present 
friend, where they spend the night. This is their first definite step, 
wins the desired approval of Mrs. Colwell who advises marriage. They 
return home the following day, considering their problem of Hiliot. 
This problem is solved upon arrival, for they find Elliot dead. He 
had been stricken with a heart attach after diving from the dock of 
Sydney Saxon's home, where he has been spending most of his time, *@ol- 
laborating on a new serial. It was this fact that persuaded Ferdita to 
leave him. After the funeral, affairs are soon cleared up and leave 
the way open for the departure of Spenlove, Perdita and Sonia for Ene- 


land. 


In general the book is a detailed account of the reactions of two very 
different oharacters who find themselves in the midst of people who 
make money quickly, have a false sense of value and little regard for 
morality. There is frequent use of the words "bitch and bitchy" and 
frequent expression of the desire to "sleep with" even a slight acéqu- 
aintance as the normal attitude of these people. At least two situa- 
tions seem frankly suggestive. (p.88-89 and 388) 


For those who want to read it, recommended for adults, since the re- 
sult is a distaste for such a useless complicated existence, and the 
conclusion a flight to more solid existence. 


Nordhoff, Charles and Hall, James Norman, Botany Bay. November 6, 1941 
Little, Brown and Co. 374p. $2.50 


This tale of Australia parallels in some respects that of the United 
States; it is a story of a pioneer country, originally settled by for- 
ced convict lsbor from the mother country, England. Gradually, the in- 
nets gourage, hope and faith of human beings wes rekindled and a new 
promised land ‘as born, 


The defeat of the English in the Revolutionary War drove the Loyalists 
to Canada er back to England. Among them was Hugh Tallant, who went to © 
lef Joz in the hone of securing compensation for his lost American prop- 
erty, or, at least, of getting permission to settle at Botany Bay, as 
Australia was first named. But his claim is rejected; he becomes a psr- 
tner of Tom Oakley, handsome and dashing highwayman; soon they are c:p- 
tured and, together with Nellie Garth in whose house they were living, 
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are confined in Newgate Prison of which a most vivid description is 
given. 


The English prisons were filled to overflowing. Austrslia (or Botany 
Bay) was unsettled. So on May 13, 1787, the English government sont 
out the First Fleet of ships, carrying 756 mele end female convicts 
chosen not for their ability to assist in colonization but rather by 
chance or canrice of prison governors, Conditions on the shins of the 
First end Second Fleets (especially the Second) were generally worse 
than in the vrisons. Still a goodly number reached Boteny Bay. Gover- 
nor Phillip »roved humane though necessarily strict. Life for Hugh = 
Tallant, Tom Oakley, Nellie Garth and their friends wis tolerable un- 
til the ususl complications srose, Nellie killed the captain of the 
Second Fleet becsuse his treatment had killed her adopted son, was 
condemned to hanging but cesexpes end flecs with Hugh, Tom et al., all 
-of whom eventually return to England. There tho threads of each life 
story ere satisfactorily knotted. Hugh, now pardoned, his wife, Sally, 
return voluntarily to Australia as colonists. 


Botany Bay is a fine historical novel with just the riecht combination 
of fact snd romance, a proper limitation of characters and of time, 
The authors show thet England's socisl pnolicy, such as the Enclosure 
Acts, resulted in anemployment and crime and the filling of prisons; 
there is no condoning of prison evils and of the vile conaitions on 
the convict ships. Yet individuals, »#s Governor Phillip,.are shown as 
tolerable and just men, the type who have saved Znelend from its own 
short-sighted policies, 


The treatment is generally good, The passage on pages 147-8 describing 
the release of the women from the convict ship is not overly offensive 
but one wishes it had been omitted so as to allow an unqualified re- 
commendstion for adolesesnts, Even so, it should be considered «s a 
first-rate historical novel of lasting value, 


OK 


Christie, Agatha. Evil Under the Sun. Dodd, Mead, 1941. 2600p. $¢2,00 


There were any number of people who had motive to kill Arlena Marshal. 
To the women at the Jolly Roger Hotel Mrs. Marshall was evil person- 
ified-the type who played with men only to shake them off when bored, 
There were only Mr. Marshall, Mr. Gardener end Hercule Poirot who 
thought otherwise. 


Linda Marshall hated her step-mother so much thet she had recourse to 
magic-and imazined she had really murdered her by thet means. Patrick 
Redfern was apparently infatuated by Arlena 'larshall and gave Mrs. 
Redfern (to those observing) ruason for revenge. The Rov. Sterhen 
Lane sew Mrs, Marshall as the Scarlst Women and, since he was mentallv 
ill, may have been carried awry by the idea. All these were possibili- 
ties, but as usual in the Hercule Poirot cases, we are kept guessing 
until thc end when Poirot "sums up" 


This is a work quite up to Agatha Christie's standards, well written, 
a not too improbable outcome, the usual English setting and the 
familiar Hercule Poirot as usual. Recommended for all. 


_ 


OF BOOKS RUVIUWED, APRIL S-NOVUIBLR 14, 1941, NOS. 1-17 


Not Without Peril, June 13, 44 
Atherton Merk's Own, May 1, pe 2l 
Ayling May 15, 
Bache ller Tne Winds of God, Nov. 5, p. 119 
Bell Swanp Water, April 17, pn. 8 
| Benson Junior iiss, Hay 29, pe 38 
peenns Northwest Gateway, July 11, np. 63 
| Brinig All of Their Lives, July 25, p.71 
Brush You Go Your Way, July 25, pe 6 
| Cain Mildred Pierce, Oct. 3, p. 101 
Cairns Invitation to Learning, June 27, n. 55 
Chai berlain This Realm, This Mmgsland, June 27, p. 57 
| Chase Windswept. Nove 14, pe 125 
iChristie Evil Under the Sun,Nov. 14, p. 135 
i Christie N or M?, June 27, pe 355 
Churchill Blood, and Tears, May 15, p. 31 
Cobb Exit April 17, p. & 
| Cowles Looking For Trouble, Serie 35, np» 35 
| Currier The Younc end the Imaortal, Nove 5, pe. 115 
Daniels Nane Mile Swerp, July ll, p. 52 
Dark The Land, Cet. De 
| Delafield No One low Will Know, ifnyv 29, p. 41 
ce la Roche Viakeficld's Course, Oct. 17, p. 109 
Douglas | I witna Stoneveall, May 1, pe 22 
iDu Maurier Come Wind, Come -Weather, April 17, n. 10 
Eaton Restless are the Sails, July ll, pe 60 
Eisenberg There's One in Lvery Family, May 29, p. 39 
Ellsverg Captain Paul, May 29, pe. 35 
Farrell Ellen Rogers, Nove 5, pe 121 
Fast The Last Frontier, Aug. 22, p. 76 
Ferber saratosa Pruniz, Nov. 14, 124 
Fauliner lien Working, Oct. 3, 99 
Pisher City of Tllusion, April 17, pe 5 
The Captain from Connecticut, dune £7, 55 
allico Snow Goose, May 15, pe 35 
Gibos The Amazing Summer, Sent. 15, p. 95 
Gill Autobiograpny, Aug. ve 74 
Glassow In This Our Life, May 1, p. 18 
Goodrich, A. The Sound of Wings, July 25, nr. 69 
Goodrich, I. Delilah, Avril 17, zp. 7 
Goudgse Golden Skylsrk, July 25, pe 66 
Graves Proceed, Ser: eant Lamb, Oct. 17, p. 110 
Gunnarsson The Good Shepherd, May Pe 2S 
Hanley The Occen, ny 225 De TY 
Harrinan Mission to the North, June 16, p. 46 
vey Yor iternity, Octe 35, pe 98 
? ze 
Housh Neutral Grounc, Ay Ds 
Icell 295 De 49 
Jennings Call the New Vorld, May 1, p. 24 
Jordan One Red Rose Forever, Oct. 3, pe 105 
Fapstein Somethings of a Hero, June 27, pn. 55 
Kaup Not for the lHeek, April 17, n. 4 
iWarriaze is Private Affeir, Sent. 18, n. 95 
Kent Anpleyerd's Year, iiove 14, pnp. 1350 
Kessclp us. Arsenic ond Old Lace, Oct. 5, pe 102 
King suincie Bolliver, July 11, p. 61 


\ 


isht, 
Knight, 
Knisht, 
Kober 
Koestler 
Lee 
Lcech 
Lincoln 
Linddirgh 
Little 
LicCullers 
MeFec 
MacInnes 
licKay 
licKee 
licLaverty 
licMeekin 
Mann 
Marsnall 
Mattinsly 
Neugiam 
Nathan 
Yicholson 
Nordhorf 
Norris 
O'Brien 
O'Connor 
O'Hara 
Parrish 
Poncins 
Pridgen 
Prokosch 
Prouty 
Di:;cst 
cmarquc 
Ror 
Sodl 
Shore 
Secley 
Scircrt 
Shecan 
Shirer 
Snololzhov 
Sinclair, Between 


ry to 
e 


waten, Aus. 22, 


let , Nov! D-1203 


That Day Alone yi: 


+ 


47; Walpolt, Tne 


Yoolf, Betweon the Acts, Oct. 2, 


walling the Whirlwind, June 15, p. 4 
This Above Ali, May 1, p. 24 

Exit a Star, Nov. 5, p. 123 

Ny Dear Bella, June 13, p. 47 
Darkness at Noon, May 29, p. 39 

No Measure Danced, Sept. Dy Pe 8d 
Reveille in washington, sept. 5, pn. 
The New ilope , Nov. 14, p. 127 

wave or the Future, liay 1, pe 20 
The Black Shrouds, Oct 17, p. 110 
Reflections in a Golden Eve, April 1 
Spenlove in Arcedy, Nov. 14, p. 141 
Above Suspicion, Aug. 225 De 79 

They Came to a River, Mav 15, p. 35 
Christopher Strenge July 25, p. 65 
Lost Piclds, Sept. Pe 94 

Rec'ron with the River, fav ao, pe 40 
The Transposcc Heads, June 2 27, De O8 
Ben jamin Dleke Ap? il Pe > 
Catherine of June 27, p. 54 
Up at the Villa, May 15, p. 29 

They went on Tos othe iS, S 
Aur. 8, F 

Botany Bay, July 11, p. 64 


The Venables, Scpt. 18, 91 

The Land of Spices, July 11, p. 64 
The Asto: had May Ave De ae 

My friend Flicka, Oct 3, p. 102 

Pra for a Tomorrow, Oct. 17, p. 108 
Rabloona, April 23 De 2 

Tory June 13, 50 

Tne Skies of Europe, Auge &, De T2 
liow, nanan NOve 14, pe 125 
Reaccr's Di: est Boo'c April 17, p 4 


Cle 


1 ‘lotsain, May 15, De 
ranny by Gaslisht, April 17, p. 3 


What iekes Sammy May 39, Dp. 
The Chuckling Fingers, Oct. 5, p. 
waters or the aldernces, Hove P 
Bird of the Wilderness, Aug. 2 
Berlin Diary, July ll, p. 6&3 

The Silent Don, Sept. 5, p. 87 
Two Jorlids, liare21,0.253; Smith,G.,Pla; 


5 


7, 


Tne 


Apr.5,pe4; Smith, 0.A.,Low on e Totem Pole Sept. 


135. 


pe 9 


p.993 Snow, The ror Asia, Hay 1,p.253 Steen, 


The 


a 
4 


Blind HOUSC, Weidiie I'll Never 
Go There Anymorc,0ct.17,p.1073 tinipplc, The Giant 

Willia:is, The Strange Voman, 


JO 
17,021053 Vo 
p e 


The Sun is Undoing, Scpt. 5, pet2; Etonc, Clarenec Darrot Ge 
p.117; ston., Tne Princcss,Juie 27,p. Stuert, The 
Fichtans Li Lles ,liove 14,p.129; 

a Thc Lons; Winter 
Valtin, of the Pisht,éprild,p.5; Von Paassen, 
OV. Von Pacsscn, The Time is low, Junc lo De 


Sword end the 


hue, April 17, 


“Thistle Stop 


BS 
| 
| 117 
7 
or Us, 
933; Smith, 
assionate 
[Xun 


